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Course description:

Advanced Japanese Conversation 
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·Curriculum for ñJapanese languages & literature majorò:

1. Elementary Japanese I & II (10 credits total)

2. Intermediate Japanese I & II (10 credits total)

3. Advanced Japanese Conversation I & II (4 credits total) 

and Advanced Modern Japanese I & II (6 credits total) 

4. Modern Japanese Texts (3 credits)

·Two 75-minute instructions/week

·Enroll capacity ï15 students/section



Learnersô description
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·ACTFL OPI result:
·Novice high, Intermediate low- mid- high, and 

Advanced low  

·Limitations shown in written diagnosis test:
·Conjugations, honorifics, intransitive vs. transitive, 

giving & receiving 

·Limitations shown in a short speech
·Pronunciation, prosody (mora-timing & pitch)

·Sequence of simple sentences



Course goals: 

Skills and Knowledge
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To utilize vocabulary and expressions appropriately to 
handle various situations and solve everyday problems

To understand Japanese customs or manners and 
utilize the knowledge for communication

To develop the ability to participate in discussion

To develop the ability to present thoughts/opinion in 
public



Course goals: 

Motives for the next step
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To maintain sense of purpose for future study

To develop self-regulatory capacity to carry out 
tasks/objectives  

To strengthen self-reliance  



Scaffolding 
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·Definition:

·Support that teachers provide temporarily 

to assist learners to develop new 

understandings, new concepts, and new 

abilities.  

·As the learners develop control of these, 

teachers withdraw their support.

Hammond, J., & Gibbons. P. (2001).



Scaffolding: Concepts
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Providing affective 
support to the learner

Maintaining focus on the 
task

Promoting self-regulation

Recruiting 
interest in the 

task

Simplifying the task

Maintaining pursuit of the goal

Marking critical features 
between what has been 
produced and the ideal 

solution

Controlling 
frustration during 
problem solving

Demonstrating 
an idealized 

version of the act 
to be performed

For the learners to participate in activities in 

classrooms without support from teachers.
Ą Language Education

Wood, D., Bruner, J.S., & Ross, G. (1976).



Instruction based on scaffolding concept
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Macro 
scaffolding

Design of 
classroom 
activities

Curriculum 
development

Program 
development

Micro 
scaffolding

Feedback 

Tasks

Teacher-student 
interaction

Hammond, J., & Gibbons. P. (2001).



Macro scaffolding
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Course 
goals

Offer authentic  
opportunities to 
apply their skills 

Build 
connection 

between tasks 
and projects

Promote self-awareness 
and self-regulation

Build 
connection 
between 

tasks

ÁActivities with exchange

students from Japan

ÁPublic presentation

ÁLanguage tables

ÁJapanese lectures

ÁñTodayôs goalò sheet

ÁñSelf evaluationò sheet

ÁTo monitor own 

learning/performance 


