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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines - Speaking (Revised 1999)

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines - Speaking (Revised 1999)

Level Text Type & Function Content/Context | Accuracy
¥ Use organized paragraph | ¥Topics of ¥ Canbe
personal and understood
¥Narrate & Describe in general by NS

interests without

major time frames
’ (current affairs) | difficulty

¥Deal effectively with

Advanced | ynanticipated complications ¥F;rmharh NS
in familiar settings settings that
usually
encounter in
Warticipate actively in daily routines

conversations and sustain
communication with
confidence

Level Text Type & Function Content/Context

Accuracy

¥Use multi paragraphs and | ¥Wide range of

¥Errors never

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines - Writing (Revised 2001)

Level Writing

¥Informal and some routine formal correspondence;
reports that require simple narratives, descriptions

and summaries of a factual nature
Advanced

¥On topics of personal and general interests (current
affairs

¥Most correspondence (memos, letters, summaries,
reports)

¥Can write in detail and explain complex matters, state
opinions, present supporting arguments and

Superior compose hypotheses and conjectures

¥On practical, professional and social topics treated
both concretely and abstractly (i.e., with anecdotes
and by addressing issues and problems)
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discuss topics ex ively [¢] interfere
topics (current with
¥Provide a structured affairs) and communica-
. some special tion or
argument, support opinions | N N
and hypothesize fields of m_terest distract NS
and expertise from
Superior Ny . . message
¥Deal with a linguistically
(LR 3) | ynfamiliar situations ¥Most formal and
informal settings
Warticipate fully and
effectively in conversation
¥x.~ .w-MiZq o
S -
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines - Listening (1986) Revised?
Level Listening

situation

with factual information

the text

¥ Understand main ideas and most details on a
variety of topics beyond the immediacy of the

¥ Can handle interviews, short lectures on familiar
Advanced topics, news items and reports primarily dealing

¥ Shows an emerging awareness of culturally
implied meanings beyond the surface meanings of

Superior professional/academic settings

(ILR 3-5) ¥ Can make inferences within the cultural
framework of the TL

TL, idioms, colloqui and

¥ Understand main ideas of all speech including
technical discussion in a field of specialization.

¥ Can handle lectures, speeches and reports in

¥ Shows some appreciation of aesthetic norms of
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ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines - Reading (1986) Revised?

Level Reading

¥ Get main ideas and facts and misses some details

¥ Can read longer prose, if presented with a clear
underlying structure

¥ Handle descriptions, narrations such as simple
short stories, news items, bibliographical information,
social notices, personal correspondence, routinized
business letters and simple technical materials
written for the general reader

Advanced

¥ Can read with almost complete comprehension
expository prose on unfamiliar subjects and a
variety of literary texts

¥ Can match the meanings derived from extralinguistic
knowledge with meanings derived from knowledge of
the language

¥ Handle variety of literary texts, editorials,
correspondence, general reports and technical
material in professional fields

Superior
(ILR3-5)
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Special thanks to Ms. Kiyomi Kagawa, Ms. Junko Sato, Ms. Shiojima, who have given me
invaluable advice and suggestions to refine the teaching materials and the presentation.
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