


Motivation

m How can we foster learner’s oral
proficiency towards a more advanced
level?



Motivation (Cont.)

m Limited class time - curriculum pressure

m Relationship building among learners
(within the class & across the program)
= sustained motivation
= chances to use Japanese

Out-of-class oral practice

!

Voice Blog




Popularity of Blogging

Blood (2000); Winer (2003); etc.

m [nstant publishing to general public
m World wide audience

m Interactivity (Comments, Trackback)
m No special tech knowledge required



Blog in L2 Classrooms

Ward (2004)

1) Reach real audience
2) Facilitate meaningful communication

3) Encourage students’ regular writing and
reading

4) Less social anxiety/ public self-
awareness



Blog in L2 Classrooms (Cont.)

Ducate & Lomicka (2005)

Meaningful communication
Anonymous and equalizing environment
Reflection/analysis of their own/peers’ writing

Opportunities for scaffolding

)
)
)
4) Few technical difficulties
)
) Awareness to the WWW public




Blog in L2 Classrooms (Cont.)

Stanley (2005)

m [0 provide extra reading practice

m [o stimulate out-of-class discussion

m To increase the sense of community

m [0 build a closer relationship b/w students




Blog in L2 Classrooms (Cont.)

Summary

m Real-world audience via WWW

m Meaningful communication

m Lower affective filter

m Increased chance of out-of-class practice
m Observation of self/peer development

m Sense of community




Motivation (Cont.
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m What's “Voice Blog”?
Kero-log www.voiceblog.jp
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Rationale for the Project

m Increase amount of output

m Facilitate community building inside and outside
of classroom

m Promote collaborative learning
m Promote learner autonomy
m Involve 4 skills
m Post entry(writing&speaking)
m Post comment(listening&writing)
m Receive and Reply comment(reading&writing)

m Practice on description and narration at
paragraph level



Voice Blog Projects at Univ. of Notre
Dame

m 4" Yr Japanese (Spring 07) 5 students
m 39 Yr Japanese (Fall 07) 10 students
m 39 Yr Japanese (Spring 08) 13 students

m 18t Yr Japanese (Spring 08) 28 students



Activity Type

(1) Individual Speech on Specific Topic
(4™ Yr, 319 YT)

(2) Individual Speech on Any Topic
(3 Yr, 15t Yr)

(3) Group Dialogue (1t Yr)

(4) Video (3 Yr, 1st Yr)



Purpose of the project

D BEHYDERZFII-ZTYELEZDLSIZH S,
@ ADERZEE. DM ITHENTEELEIIZHS,

@ BHADERBEL.FBLAGETIKGLEDICRATE.
E9,



Purpose of the project (Cont.)

@ BARBOBRFUNTEREZRELEY.BVLWEYTEFVYXEHED,
@ FENVWLERBFOBESPOPIWVWRE—FTHEESLIIZLES,

@ VFRA—LOMDBEREDIZADFEE, BRAAICERFDRAE—F
FEWTHEL3, VTR A—FDRE—FZEHWNWTaAVLEEL,

@ BAREZHMRLTVWEIZEOCEBARAE—KICOZIa=—T—%1%E2T
Ly <,



Procedure

comments

m Posting entry ... Homework
m Posting comment ... not Homework



Individual Speech (4" Yr)

m Post-reading Activity (April 2007)

e il
=——k [ZDOWTOHOERAKAN

http://www.voiceblog.jp/nihongo yonensei/?il=10&i0=10

m Instructor corrected essay before posting



Individual Speech (3 Yr)

m Specific Topic (November 2007)
B2
BUORXEVY

m Nicchoku Style (January-February 2008)
B TrEYIEZER

m Post-reading Activity (April 2008)
BXOKZIZDLWTOHERKAN

http://www.voiceblog.jp/nihongo-sannensei/?il=10&i0=30

m No correction by instructor before posting



Comments

m What do students comment about?
(1) Content of speech
(2) Japanese ability



Comments

m What do students comment about?
(1) Content of speech
(2) Japanese ability

a. Fa—S3wnFAFRAHZWIEETET TR, AYITEN, ERHEER
LTELIFALELEEESBWVET, BIIHBEITH/=OICKER
EFEERNVET,

b. RYICE L W\HEHENSZS THERNEN /=TT, EFFa—DE
RICBERLET. EVEBHSZNWZEEZ LTAHIZIFONEELLA
WEd,




Comments (Cont.)

@ Comments from outside of classroom
m Students from other levels

m Japanese people in the U.S./Japan



Comments (Cont.)

m Only specific students tend to make comments
m Many mistakes observed



Comments (Cont.)

m Only specific students tend to make comments
m Many mistakes observed

a. TOKMBAEESWLED L, JOJZEHWVCDT, SKIBEZEZEN
E<IE>TRH>TWS, EHARFRICT /LK. B4 BAFHEZ
BRTRE, ..

b. KKTEFLAE' Ty oMWW ERNWET, BADL RS
ITIT<EIC, WDOBHBERBEAREZEIXLEADBONWTLLD | B
R=ZAHLIEFSITTHR, 20T, CRELKEREEXRED
EEWELAE?

c. WWTOSER ! IABHKRIBAMNKIFELKL | BRICWSE, H5H
AHBOLAMS 72T, WOBHFFUNDEXLT, KEH
WO LLENRTS,




Video (319 Yr)

m Post-activity for Intermediate Japanese Lesson 6
m Create fast food restaurant CM

m Catch phrase — Story line — Script — Film

m Post on the class blog

m Peer- and self- evaluation

http://www.voiceblog.jp/nihongo-sannensei/car3.htmi




Student Reactions

Informal Survey (May 2008, 3™ Yr)
m 8 out of 13 students
m Narrative comments



Student Reactions (Cont.)

m How often did you listen to entries?

Once after they were posted

4-5 entries at a time (1-2times/month)

m How often did you write comments?
Whenever | listen to new entry/Everything
About half of them
Not as often as | listened



Student Reactions (Cont.)

m Beneficial for learning Japanese?

m Posting Entry Yes 7 No 1
m  Writing Comments Yes 8
m  Reading Comments Yes 7 No 1

m Listening to Entry Yes 6 No 2



Student Reactions (Cont.)

m Every student should post something every week.
m  Commenting on every blog should be HW.
m Blog was more of a chore than a learning tool.

m  We should meet with instructor for error correction
after every posting.

m  Writing comments is beneficial only if it is corrected.

m  Reading comments from native speakers is especially
beneficial.

m [hereis no motivation to read comments.

m | felt nervous recording.



Reflections and Discussion

m Read text or spontaneous utterance
m Error correction
m Learner autonomy or requirement

m Assessment (Kennedy, 2003)

m Involve self-evaluation

m Community building outside of classroom

m ‘Learning Communities 2B LR (FAY >, 2007)



