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Research Question

* What do people with the style shift
between boku and ore 1n a discourse?

—Ste
—Ste

01: General features of Boku and ore

n2: Boku and ore Social/interpersonal motivations

—Ste

n3: Boku and ore Discousal motivation



Boku and ore 1n Japanese text books

*» Genki
» Boku: Used by manly by men

** Yokoso
» Boku: “I (male, informal)”

“* Spoken Japanese

» Boku is traditionally a masculine nominal, a less formal equivalent
than wata (ku)si for males.

** No explanation about ore in these text books.
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General features of Boku and Ore

¢ Boku and ore are mainly used by men.

¢ Boku and ore are used toward the same social level
addressee to the speaker or a lower level addressee.

¢ Boku is more polite than ore, which has more abrupt
sounds.

(Daijirin 2nd edition, 1994



Data 1 for this study (Telephone conversations)

Subjects :

Yoichi Graduate student 26 yr old

Noriyuki Elementary school teacher 26 yrold Yoichi’s friend
Makoto  Graduate student 33 yrold Yoichi’s Senpai

1st conversation : :
[ Noriyuki J

E }\[ .

2nd conversation




Yoichi’s distribution of boku and ore

Relationship . # of # of
Interlocutor | Age with Yoichi Period boku ore
- _ 11 35
Noriyuki | 26 | Friend — f Th15m | o001 (7600
Makoto 33 | Senior Friend | 1h30m ol !
(89%) @ (11%)

Noriyuki’s and Makoto’s distribution of boku and ore

Relationship : # of # of
Speaker Age with Yoichi Period boku ore
Noriyuki 26 Friend lh15m 0 15
y 0%) | (100%)
Senior 1 14
Makoto 33 Friend 1 h 30m 7%) | (93%)




Yoichi’s distribution of boku and ore

Relationship : # of # of

Interlocutor | Age with Yoichi boku ore

Noriyuki 26 Friend lh15m

Makoto 33 | Senior Friend | 1 h 30m 3 4 4

Noriyuki’s and Makoto’s distribution of boku and ore
Relationship : # of # of
Speaker Age with Yoichi Period boku ore
Noriyuki 26 Friend lh15m 0 15
Y 0%) | (100%)
Senior | ¢« 14
Makoto 33 Friend 1 h 30m T%) | (93%)




Previous studies of style shift
da form < desu/masu form

e Makino (1983, 1990)

Theory of the speaker orientation

v “The speaker’s communicative motivation to express
some highly subjective and presuppositional
information by inwardly looking at himself”

— da form




Previous studies of style shift
da form < desu/masu form

e Maynard (1993)

For sudden emotional surge

For expressing narrative-internal point of view — da form

—Low and high awareness of “thou”

v’ Importance of “thou” for the realization of “self”
among Japanese. The speaking self’s motivation for the
da and desu verb morphology is in fact founded in the
Japanese speaker’s sensitivity toward “thou.”

v' The more the speaking self is aware of “thou” as a
separate and potentially opposing entity, the more
elaborate the markers for discourse modality become, |,
one of which is the desu/masu ending.



Examples of da form and desu/masu
form

1) 'O & VTR, (abrupt) Low awareness
‘A person is coming out. toward an addressee

HDFTI K] (formal) .
‘That is the very girl.’ 4—{t High awareness }
e

oward an addresse

2) Idd. MHr>7z] (abrupt) Low awareness
toward an addressee

‘Oh, I remember it now’

Maynard (1993)



Yoichi’s boku and ore with a senior

addressee

Boku (89%) Ore (11%)
¢+ Lbd, EENTHELEATT L. ° BE2CRLRDERE.

. ESBECELTWAEGRATT - LT @ CABAEMEES

. — 5% > TOWWDPED T,
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. %*L'C‘(i{%%%%%ﬁ%i_?'@?o EWOIENLTET. COAIT
ALY ICEBRIEAEE,
I} I}
Occurred with desu/masu form Self-oriented/ voice in his mind
I} I}

High awareness Low awareness
toward an addressee toward an addressee |,




Data 2 for this study (Web-log)

Atsuhiko Nakata

e Japanese comedian Boku 1s used mainly.

e 25 years old | |
07Nov.07 S
e 37166 characters =Public Speech

e Boku: 117

e Ore: 24
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Nakata’s style shift between boku and
ore (1) - Cartoon

F:

[, HODEETFE ]

“I like the cartoon”

[, &)

“Oh, me too!”

Boku - Public speech

re - Self-orien
[ HOBEDHE KN L Ore - Self-oriented/

“That is a good part of the cartoon, right?” Voice in his mind
(2?2, DA
“Yeah, yeah....”

cEWEN, ZD TS, S]] DECAT FI?FIFELDO? FDOEA TS

DIERICEPNTAD? - - -ELIFEIR! I LLDOFTELO>TNS. KT,
About my comment of “yeah...” toward what the friend tried to get sympathy from me,
actually, I am thinking like “You like that part? Are you attracted to that part? I am
different from you!” in my mind.

14



Nakata’s style shift between boku and

ore (2) - Development
Boku - Public speech

Ore - Self-oriented/
N:ZOBESDZEHL-> T ENWD EREAE

EEEEMICE DTS, Yoice in his mind
hh, BSHEANEDLASELTWSEND,

RBAIEAD., TREDE] WS DN
EKOHRNPSEZZDDPIFEE,

I think the realization like “I am changing’ is a positive thing. I like
feeling like “mm? Now something is changing inside of me™’ or
listening to something like the sound of growth inside my body.
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Conclusion

v' The usage of Boku and ore are chosen accroding
to the social context.

v’ Also Boku and ore are used in a discourse even in
the same social context.

v" In the case that a speaker, who uses both
pronouns, talks with a superior addressee, boku 1s
used when the awareness of “thou” 1s high, and

ore 1s used when 1t 1s low.
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Future study

v Expand the database

v’ The case that a speaker uses basically ore
with the low awareness of “thou’, and shift
to boku with high awareness of “thou.”

v’ Consider how to teach the usage of boku
and ore, which 1s not fully treated in
Japanese text books.
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